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The Meaning of the Palimpsest
In early times a palimpsest was a parchment or other material from which one or 
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O utside his office window, attorney Lef- fingwell could see the busy pavements of 
urban Chicago, but on this November day in 
1887, his thoughts were on the Mississippi 
River near Clinton, Iowa, where he had grown 
up and first enjoyed the pleasures of his lifelong 
love, wild fowl hunting.
“Such a sight!,’ he recalled. “The pond cov­
ered about four acres, and to this time, the 
ducks were in complete possession and control 
of it. They were scattered in bunches, ranging 
in numbers from three to fifty, all mallards. 
Some with head hidden underneath their 
wings were floating serenely, and dreaming 
idly of what ducks usually dream; others were 
preening themselves, now rising on their feet 
and fluttering their wings, while great drops of 
water were shaken from their shining bodies; 
still others were swimming to and fro, advanc­
ing and receding as if to form a better acquain­
tance with their neighbors. On the banks, some 
sat idly, half asleep, basking in the warm sun, 
while near them their companions were tip­
ping up in the shallow water, performing acro­
batic feats. First their glossy green heads with 
their plump bodies would be on the surface, 
then presto! their heads would disappear and 
their white and purple tails would point 
upward, while their bills were hidden under 
water and mud, searching for the ever welcome 
acorn.”
A year later, Leffingwell completed Wild 
Fowl Shooting, which was considered the au­
thoritative treatment of the subject in its time, 
both in the United States and in England. The 
book is still referred to with respect and affec­
tion nearly a hundred years after its publication 
by Rand McNally in 1888. Indeed, all of Lef­
fingwell s seven books on hunting remain sig­
nificant, for their author’s hunting life spanned 
perhaps the most important fifty years in the 
history of the sport. It was a time when weap­
ons technology was transforming firearms and
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when populations of ducks, geese, and other 
wild fowl were declining from the limitless 
numbers of the early nineteenth century to the 
moderate numbers of our own era.
Born on April 6, 1850, Leffingwell, like most boys of his time, grew up with a gun 
in his hands. His ancestors had come from Eng­
land to Norwich, Connecticut in 1637, and his 
father, William Edward Leffingwell, migrated 
to Iowa in 1839, at the age of seventeen. On the 
eastern fringe of the territory , the elder Lef­
fingwell studied law' and became an eminent 
member of his profession. Active in the affairs 
of the territory and the state, he eventually 
served as presidential elector, district judge, 
and president of the State Senate. With his 
wife, Celinda Walrod Leffingwell, he had 
twelve children, seven of whom survived. In 
spite of the press of business and domestic 
duties, he made time for hunting expeditions to 
surrounding rivers, and his third child—Wil­
liam Bruce Leffingwell—was an enthusiastic 
participant.
After local grammer schools and the Univer­
sity of Iowa, young Leffingwell followed his
father into law. But his first love was always 
hunting. Hunters of 1980 can hardly imagine 
the millions of birds that Leffingwell was accus­
tomed to seeing on the ponds and rivers of 
eastern Iowa and western Illinois. In Wild Fowl 
Shooting, he describes a trip on the Missis­
sippi: "Our game is counted—sixtv-five mal­
lards, five redheads, six bluebills, one canvas 
back, and one goose—a splendid lot, but not 
unusual.”
One of his favored spots was just south of 
Clinton, where he lived for a number of years 
after his marriage in 1874 to Ann Eliza Wallace, 
and where he served as countv clerk for four or 
five years. The “ Dosia (or Meredosia) Bottoms 
lay in an abandoned valley leading from the 
Mississippi to the Rock River at Erie, Illinois. 
They are now traversed by a large drainage 
ditch. Here Leffingwell, like many of his con-
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temporaries, hunted from a “small boat which 
he describes in some detail in Wild Fowl Shoot­
ing. Such a boat is actually a moveable blind; it 
was designed for use on the river, to approach 
ducks within effective shotgun range before 
they became alarmed. It had a low deck, just a 
few inches off the water, to support camouflage 
blending with the background. (See the illus­
tration on page 167.) The hunters lay on the 
bottom while operating a single oar at the rear. 
Leffingwell wrote that “an expert sculler will 
drive the boat along with such steadiness that 
were one to shut his eyes and sit in the boat, he 
would hear no noise, feel no motion, although 
the boat is going quite fast. . . .  I have used all 
kinds of duckboats, and I never yet found a man 
who, after using one of these boats, would use 
any other. . . . I have crossed the Mississippi in 
one, when the south wind had lashed the broad 
river into a sea of seething, hissing foam, as it 
rolled and flew into spray from the crest of the 
big ‘whitecaps. I would often court an acci­
dent in one of them . . . with a companion 
equally as reckless, we would go out in the 
roughest part of the Mississippi in the highest 
winds, to the terror of kindly disposed old 
ladies, who watched us from the shores.
The Upper Mississippi type of scull boat per­
fected by early market hunters is unique. 
These craft were handmade by local boat 
builders to their favorite patterns or on special 
order. Such builders as Jenks, Oaks, Brown, 
Dribbleby, and others were well known in 
Clinton. Some boats were built as light one- 
man shells about ten feet long, and could be 
picked up easily. Larger boats—over twenty 
feet in length—could accomodate as many as 
three hunters. All such boats had keels to aid in 
the thrust of the sculling oar. Oars varied with 
personal preference, too. Those over ten feet 
long and with a narrow blade served best in the 
open river, where scullers used a brisk rolling 
figure-eight stroke to propel the craft. Both oar 
and “bung-hole in the stern were covered 
with oil-soaked leather to reduce noise and to
William Bruce Leffingwell in 1890 (SHSI) 
prevent water entry.
Leffingwell described the manner of ap­
proach: “where the eye can see the water in an 
unbroken line for a half-mile, perhaps a full 
mile; where the ducks are feeding, preening 
and sitting on the bank, basking in the sun­
shine. . . . On such an occasion, note the scul­
ler coming down, half reclining in his boat, the 
bow and sides trimmed with willow twigs and 
grass, to correspond with the shores he is pass­
ing. The ducks see nothing alarming about it 
[and] feed on in quiet contentment until the 
hunter is close enough to fire both barrels effec­
tively. A few years ago, in running ice, three of 
us bagged in one day 112 mallards and six 
geese. These were killed in the middle of the 
day, right in the channel of the Mississippi. At 
this time, hunters in the islands were getting 
no shooting at all.”
As a boy, LefFmgwell learned to shoot a per­
cussion lock muzzle loader which had to be
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reloaded with a ramrod after each shot. In the 
hands of an expert who had practiced on thou­
sands, even tens of thousands of birds, these 
arms were remarkably effective. Years of expe­
rience and a couple of hundred reloadings a day 
made such operations routinely simple: pow- 
de r and shot dispensers were set for just the 
desired amount, and the hunter could fire off 
two shots per minute. Still, sportsmen found it 
exasperating to be in the act of reloading while 
cripples swam away or a new flock approached.
While Leffingwell was growing up, marry­ing, fathering six children, and beginning 
his distinguished career as a jurist, the nature 
of his favorite sport was changing, largely be­
cause of the introduction of the reasonablv 
priced breech-loading shotgun. There were in­
conveniences involved in the change. Carrying 
ready-loaded brass shells added many pounds 
to the duck hunter s gear, for he would need 
perhaps several hundred shots for a day’s sport. 
It was nearly as much trouble to reload the 
shells as it was to recharge barrels in an older 
percussion gun, but the task could be done at 
night in preparation for the next morning’s 
hunt, while less ambitious companions slept. 
Brass shells were costlv and many accounts tell 
of running out of ammunition or stopping to 
reload a new supply. Although the shooter 
could anticipate a few “duds’ or misfires, an 
even more common difficulty for owners of 
double-barrelled guns was for shot pellets to 
drop out of the case in the second barrel after 
being loosened by shock of discharge in the 
first. Early paper shells could be crimped to 
hold the loads more securely, but they softened 
and swelled from the moisture and so were 
even less trustworthy. In spite of all difficulties, 
hunters became amazingly proficient with 
these hammer-model double guns. After firing 
at game, they could break the action, extract 
and replace shells, close the breech, recock the 
hammers, and shoot again, all in a matter of 
only two or three seconds. Expert trap shoot-
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ers, loading their own guns, fired for extended 
periods at a rate greater than fifteen rounds per 
minute. Under similar circumstances, only two 
shots per minute could he fired with a muzzle 
loader.
Another change in the nature of hunting 
arms was apparent by the late 1880s, when 
hammerless model shotguns further simplified 
operations. Although the danger of this innova­
tion could be recognized, the enclosed ham­
mers proved a convenience. The next big step 
in fowling pieces was the development of a 
good multi-shot repeater. Magazine carbines 
had long been used as hunting rifles but the 
side-by-side double remained a standard in 
scatterguns until the appearance of the 1897 
model W inchester pump. This Browning- 
action gun could be fired quite rapidly, as could 
the semi-automatic models that became avail­
able at about the same time. Serious duck 
hunters, such as those hunting for the market, 
soon discovered that the ‘ 97 would deliver six 
killing shots into a single flock. It is likely that 
more wild fowl fell to this gun than any ever 
made. It is certain that the appearance of the 
9/ accelerated the need for legislation on 
hunting migratory birds. Over a million of
these arms—affectionatelv called “corn-shell-
*
ers or trombones’—were manufactured in 
fifty years of production, and they are still 
being used.
Having established himself in the legal pro­fession, Leffingwell had by his late thirties 
achieved prosperity and leisure sufficient to 
begin his literary career. In all, he wrote or 
edited  at least seven books and penned 
numerous articles on the sport of hunting. Wild 
Fowl Shooting remained the most popular of 
these, perhaps because of its freshness and the 
novelty of its subject. The book covers all as­
pects of duck hunting on the Upper Missis­
sippi: equipment and techniques, the identity 
and habits of the game, human and canine 
companionship, and many actual experiences. 
In addition to its 373 pages, the book contained
twenty-two additional sheets of advertisements
*
on guns, boats, decoys, ammunition, railroads 
offering trips to hunting areas, and other items 
of interest to the sportsman. The author him­
self prepared numerous pen and ink sketches of 
hunting scenes and details of water fowl, which 
added to the reliability of the volume. He por­
trays himself as the ordinary hunter, neither 
shooting hundreds of birds every7 day for mar­
ket, nor needing a local guide to cater to his 
needs. Leffingwell was aware of all of the impli­
cations of his sport, and practiced it with the 
highest respect for traditional hunting eti­
quette.
In 1890, Leffingwell published Shooting on 
Upland, Marsh, and Stream , a volume of arti­
cles on hunting by a number of authors. He 
himself contributed the introduction and three 
chapters concerned with the shooting of pas­
senger pigeons (now extinct), prairie chickens, 
and canvasback ducks (both now greatly di­
minished in numbers). Rand McNally printed 
two editions; a third was printed in London. 
The Art o f Wing Shooting, published in 1894 
and 1895 (two editions) was intended to be an 
instructional manual, covering basic principles 
for the beginner and details of interest to the 
experienced shooter. Leffingwell placed 
greatest emphasis on learning to become a com­
petent wild fowl gunner. One chapter—en­
titled “Women as Shooters’’—contains un­
qualified advice that women be encouraged to 
participate in the sport. Annie Oakley, who 
performed before huge crowds all over the 
world, is cited as the ultimate example of what a 
woman could do.
The Model 97 Winchester Repeater (SHST
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Unusual among Leffingwells works is a 
novel, Manulito, which appeared in 1892. A 
fictional account of the Iowa frontier, the storv 
is based to some degree on the exploits of his 
father, Judge William Edward Leffingwell, 
who was recognized as a capable woodsman 
and hunter during the 1840s and 1850s. The 
book is a dramatic account of the exploits of a 
hardy pioneer leader named Attorney Welling­
ton, and focuses on his close friendship with the 
equally intrepid Indian, Manulito. The original 
Thomas Leffingwell of Connecticut was known 
to have been a friend and associate of the real 
Uncas, Chief of the Mohicans. He may have 
served as the inspiration for Natty Bumppo, 
James Fenimore Cooper s dauntless hero.
Unfortunately, a list of all of Leffingwell’s 
writing is not available; some publications are 
so rare that no copies can be located. He con­
tributed shorter articles to sporting magazines 
of his day, and later wrote books on shooting 
and hunting in the South and in Texas. Both of 
the latter books were distributed gratis by the 
Southern Railway Company and by the Frisco 
Lines to prospective travelers, but unlike his 
earlier productions, they offered little more 
than descriptions of areas attractive to sport- 
men.
C ircumstances for hunters changed rapidly during Leffingwells lifetime. With new 
weapons and an increasing population of con­
sumers to serve, market hunters began to alter 
the character of wildlife systems in Iowa. Even 
if conservation-minded, a couple of hunters 
could dispatch a hundred birds in a day. At 
least by the early 1900s, the vast number of 
birds Leffingwell had known as a boy declined 
so considerably that seasons and limits had to 
be imposed. Although a hunter in Illinois could 
still legally take thirty-five ducks and thirty-five
geese in a single day, an age of scarcity loomed 
ahead.
The activity of the hunter himself also 
changed in the course of Leffingwell s career. 
Firearms were always dangerous, despite the 
safety features incorporated into well-made 
double shotguns. Bisk was always present, es­
pecially during the excitement of firing at 
game Almost everyone could recall near miss­
es and the shock of imbedded number-six pel­
lets, with a chance for infections resulting from 
even minor gunshot wounds. In some respects, 
the dangers increased, as when hammerless 
and repeater model guns introduced additional 
odds for accidental discharge, for they were 
ready to fire when loaded. Most hunters toler­
ated only experienced companions who could 
be trusted to use proper caution.
Hunting had always been a family affair with 
the Leffingwells. Small boys routinely accom­
panied their fathers to the duck blind; young 
Leffingwell went out by himself at age twelve. 
Precaution was instilled in him at an early age, 
but nothing could have anticipated the tragic 
accident that befell him later. At the begin­
ning of an expedition, a large dog used as a 
retriever scrambled into the skiff and bumped 
against a loaded gun lying there, causing it to 
discharge. By chance, William Bruce Leffing­
well caught the full load ofshot in the midriff, at 
deadly close range. He died soon after, not yet 
sixty vears old. □
Note on Sources
The author wishes to acknowledge the assistance of Mrs. 
Eloise Leinfelter of Iowa City and Mr. William E.L. 
Graham of Orlando, Florida in the preparation of this 
article. Several other individuals also provided useful 
information, including Ned Ashton of Iowa City, Joe 
Meder of Solon, and Bruce Duhl of Blue Grass.
An SP Grade double-barrelled shotgun made by Fox (SIISI)
M
em
o
irs
 
o
f S
am
u
el
 
M
az
zu
ch
el
li 
(co
u
rt
es
y 
Th
o
m
a
s 
E.
 
Au
%
e)
T he Palimpsest 171
T he people gathered at the river front in the early dusk of an April evening. The 
vear was 1839 and the residents of the frontier 
town of Dubuque were awaiting the arrival of 
the new Catholic bishop of the region. When 
the steamboat reached the landing, a short, 
stout, middle-aged man accompanied by two 
priests and a servant boy descended to the 
wharf. Mathias Loras, the first bishop of the 
new diocese of Dubuque, had come to assume 
his duties.
The new bishop, so eagerly welcomed by his 
people, was in many ways unusually well- 
prepared for his responsibilities. A native of 
Lyons, France, he was the product of a promi­
nent—and w ell-to-do—bourgeois family. 
W hile he was an infant, his father fell victim to 
the Jacobin reign of terror during the French 
Revolution. The fatherless child, the tenth of 
eleven children, had the benefit of a strong, 
pious mother who reestablished the family for­
tune and provided a stable, secure environ­
ment for her many children. While still a boy, 
Mathias Loras decided upon the vocation of the 
priesthood, for which he prepared himself in 
the seminaries of his native city. His piety and
industry were such that even before his ordina-¥
tion he served as a teacher in a minor seminary.
*
Later, he became the superior of two such 
institutions in the Archdiocese of Lyons.
His achievements in his native city notwith-
0
standing, Loras, like so many of the French 
clergy of that day, felt the pull of the foreign 
missions. In 1829 he joined Bishop Michael 
Portier in the diocese of Mobile, Alabama 
where he worked for eight years, again with 
evident success. He helped to found and was 
the first president of Springhill College; he was 
the pastor of the see parish [the diocesan cen­
ter] in Mobile and was the vicar-general of the 
diocese. He came to Dubuque, then, a mature 
priest, experienced in pastoral, administrative, 
and educational work.
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But the Dubuque diocese posed some prob­
lems. A frontier region, the diocese embraced 
an area that had been open to white settlement 
for less than six years when Bishop Loras 
arrived. The territory for which he was respon­
sible was vast, stretching from the northern 
boundary of Missouri to Canada and from the
w
Mississippi to the Missouri River. There were, 
however, few Catholics, indeed few whites in 
the new diocese. Most of it was Indian countrv
w
inhabited by various tribes with a few white 
soldiers and fur traders stationed there. The 
only American settlements were some towns 
located along the west bank of the Mississippi 
River from Dubuque to Keokuk. With the clos­
ing of the Mississippi River each winter, these 
rustic towns had to depend upon their own 
meager economic and cultural resources, since 
their isolation left the inhabitants suspended in 
frozen animation till the coming of spring. And 
in good weather, the bishop’s responsibilities 
required almost constant travel over the track­
less prairie of the enormous diocese. Almost 
fifty years of age in 1839, Loras was not entirely 
suited either physically or culturally for life in 
the rough and sometimes brutal environment 
of an American frontier.
Moreover, his background hardly fit the ex­
pectations and needs of the Catholics he was to 
serve. They, too, were frontier settlers: inde­
pendent, self-reliant, and impatient with au­
thority. Most were immigrants—German and 
Irish—who had brought with them to this dis­
tant land their ethnic identities and cultures. 
Loras and his few priests, all French with the 
exception of the Italian Dominican, Samuel 
Mazzuchelli, were ill-prepared to serve these 
parishioners. Aside from Mazzuchelli, who had 
been in the Dubuque area since 1835 and was 
gifted in languages, none of these clergymen 
spoke English well. Even Loras, despite his 
years in Mobile where he had ministered prin­
cipally to Catholics of French ancestry, was 
deficient in this language.
Loras was also dismayed by the scant re-
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Mathias Loras, first bishop of Dubuque (SHSI)
sources of the Catholics in his diocese. The 
town of Dubuque—with a population of around 
1,200—contained the largest congregation, a 
hundred or so families, mostly Irish. Through 
the efforts of the capable and energetic Maz- 
zuchelli, a small stone church—St. Raphael s 
Cathedral—stood ready for use. Some twenty 
miles southwest of Dubuque, a group of Irish 
farmers had settled in Maquoketa (today called 
Carryowen) in northern Jackson County. Here 
in 1840 the indefatigable Mazzuchelli would 
supervise the construction of St. Patrick’s 
Church. In the southeastern corner of Iowa, in 
Lee County, a group of German Catholics had 
built a small wooden church at Sugar Creek (St. 
Paul). And in Davenport, the Italian priest 
built St. Anthony’s—this enterprise aided by 
the huge half-breed, Antoine LeClaire. Unfor­
tunately, there were few Catholics to use the 
church.
Such were the meager resources greeting Loras when he first arrived in his diocese that one wonders whether the decision to form 
a Dubuque diocese was premature. Normally, I 
one could reasonably expect that a new diocese 
would have sufficient means to support its 
bishop and clergy. This was not the case in Iowa 
in 1839 or for many years to come. But there I 
were attractions to building a diocese on a |  
new'ly opened frontier where cheap land was 
readily available. Here one could lay founda­
tions for the future. The new bishop recognized I 
this from the start. I
Advised by the experienced Mazzuchelli, 
Loras conceived of a grand design: he would fill 
the fertile , vacant prairies of Iowa with 
Catholics. U ndeterred by the shortage of 
money and priests, the bishop set out to 
accomplish this goal. Relying upon the finan­
cial assistance of European missionary 
societies, Loras purchased land at every oppor­
tunity. In his first four years in the diocese, he 
spent over $20,000, a substantial sum when an 
acre of government land was only $1.25. If 
some of these acquisitions met the needs of 
Catholics already living along the Mississippi, 
in other parts of the state his purpose was to 
encourage future settlement. His dream was 
that Catholics would come to Iowa to people 
this land, and that parishes, churches, and 
schools would fill these empty spaces. To 
realize this vision, Loras had to turn to the 
Catholics of Europe and the eastern cities of 
America. Consequently, he made great efforts 
to attract people from these areas to his dio­
cese. Throughout his tenure as Bishop of Du­
buque, Loras had letters published in Catholic 
newspapers and magazines in the United 
States and Europe informing Catholics of the 
advantage of settlement in Iowa. Less than a 
year after he arrived in Dubuque, the following 
notice appeared in American newspapers:
A Catholic Church will be erected next 
summer in Burlington, Iowa Territory 
with a clergyman. Editors of Catholic pe-
• •
riodicals will please insert this notice in 
their columns for the information of 
Catholic immigrants to the far west.
S. Mazzuchelli 
January 29, 1840
And in 1849 Loras sent the following request 
to the editor of the Boston Catholic Observer: 
Would you recommend in your journal 
the southern part of my diocese as a truly 
desirable country for Catholic emigrants, 
either Irish or German?
In early 1855, Loras reported to the Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith that he was in 
correspondence with the Boston Pilot. This 
newspaper, he added, had a wide circulation in 
America and Ireland. He also informed the 
Society that he was writing to German news­
papers. His hope, as he expressed it in this 
letter, was to persuade Catholics that now was 
the time to settle in this country, when gov­
ernm ent land was reasonably priced. If 
Catholics failed to take advantage of this oppor-
tunitv, he warned, then Protestants would do 
so.
In other letters published in the eastern 
Catholic press, Loras took a somewhat differ­
ent line. Aware of the challenges of frontier life, 
he included in his invitation to Catholic immi­
grants advice as to what problems they might 
face if they decided to settle in Iowa. He cau­
tioned that sufficient financial resources were 
necessary. A new settler had to have enough 
money to purchase land, to provide the means 
of cultivation, and to subsist for two years, since 
he would earn little income during that period. 
Finally, Loras stated that he could not promise 
to provide a church and a priest for every group 
of Catholics that moved into his diocese.
Loras made a special effort to encourage 
Irish immigrants to come to his diocese, par­
ticularly after a visit to Ireland in 1850 revealed 
to him the poverty of that unfortunate land. As 
early as 1841, he appointed a committee of 
laymen to correspond with the newly founded
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Irish Emigrant Society of New York. President 
of the group, Charles Corkery, in responding 
to queries from New York, modestly described 
Iowa as “the garden of America, the Eldorado 
of the W est.”
In 1856, Loras sent representatives to the 
Buffalo Convention on Irish Emigration, held 
under the leadersh ip  of Thomas D Arcy 
McGee, who had visited Dubuque a few years 
earlier. About the same time, the bishop spon­
sored the Catholic Settlement Societv of Iowa.j
Organized in Dubuque, this society sought to 
found branches throughout the state and to 
impose a membership of three dollars to pro­
vide funds for settlement. In 1857, Loras sent 
Father Jeremiah Trecy to New York to lecture 
on the opportunities for Irish Catholics in Iowa. 
Father Trecy aroused the ire of Archbishop 
Hughes of that city, who disapproved of these 
efforts to convince the Irish to leave their
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ethnic communities in eastern cities.
Although specific evidence of the success of 
these efforts by Loras is scantv, he did influ-
* j  *
ence manv Irish and German Catholics to settle 
in Iowa. There were occasions when the bishop 
played a direct role, providing personal advice 
and assistance to immigrants. In 1843, some 
German Catholics living in Ohio decided to 
move farther west. Having heard of the inter­
est of Bishop Loras in Catholic immigrants,
thev decided to consult with him. When thev/ /
arrived in the Dubuque area, they sent two 
men to meet with the bishop. Together they 
chose a site in western Dubuque County, 
where these settlers established the German 
Catholic community of New Vienna.
In late 1849, an Irish priest, Thomas Hore, 
visited Dubuque. Hore had led a group of Irish 
immigrants to America, first stopping in Arkan­
sas where thev found conditions unsuitable.
First St. Boniface Church, New Vienna (SHSI)
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Leaving his party in St. Louis, More came up 
the river to consult with Loras. The result of 
this meeting was the establishment of the Irish 
parish of St. Lawrence, Wexford in Allamakee 
County in northeastern Iowa.
Perhaps the most interesting ethnic com­
munity7 brought to Iowa by Loras was a group of 
Irish Trappist monks. Living in destitution in 
famine-ridden Ireland, these Trappists de­
cided to found a monastarv in America. Learn- 
ing of their intention, Loras wrote to them 
offering as a location an extensive acreage some 
twelve miles west of the city of Dubuque. So 
generous was the gift of Loras that the monks 
accepted his invitation, and in 1850 established 
the monastery of New Melleray.
Despite his continuous and deep commit­ment to bringing Catholic immigrants to Iowa, Loras occasionally had difficulties serv­
ing these communicants. Nothing shows better 
the zeal and determination of this priest than 
his dogged pursuit of the German and Irish 
Catholics of Europe, while at the same time he 
was engaged in disputes with their counter­
parts in Iowa. The problems that Loras experi­
enced with such immigrants arose in part from 
circumstance and in part from the personalities 
involved.
Loras understood the special needs of these 
people, although he was not always ready or 
able to meet those needs. He recognized, for 
example, that these newcomers to America, 
isolated on the frontier, needed to be served by 
clergy of their own nationality. The lack of Irish 
and German priests, although a serious defi­
ciency, was not the fault of the bishop.
1 hroughout his years as head of the Diocese of 
Dubuque, Loras made strenuous efforts to ob­
tain ethnic priests. In 1838, while in Europe 
seeking money and clergy for his new diocese, 
he wrote both to the Archbishop of Dublin and 
to the Bishop of Strasbourg to determine if they 
could provide priests. In 1846, Father Joseph
Cretin, the vicar-general of the Dubuque dio­
cese, returned to Franee for a visit with instruc­
tions from Loras to recruit German and Irish 
clergy. In 1850, Loras himself visited All Hal­
lows Seminary in Dublin to arrange for Irish 
seminarians to come to his diocese. In 1856, 
two years before his death, Loras learned of the 
settlement of Bohemian Catholics in north­
eastern Iowa. In order to meet their needs he 
arranged for a priest of that nationality, Francis 
Kruxtil, to visit with the immigrants. Father 
Kruxtil concluded that two Bohemian priests 
were needed and promised to write to bishops 
in Europe to obtain them.
Despite the desire of Loras to staff his 
churches with ethnic priests, it was years be­
fore he was able to assemble a diocesan clergy 
that was not predominantly French. So dire 
was his need that in the early years he accepted 
priests who had proven to be failures in other 
American dioceses. One of these men, Father 
George Alleman, an Alsatian, turned out to be 
a most successful pastor of the Germans of 
southeastern Iowa. The other, an Irish priest 
named John Healy, simply added to the heavy 
burden that Loras carried.
Some of the Dubuque clergy who were 
neither German nor Irish did well in serving 
these ethnic Catholics. Father Mazzuchelli was 
so popular with the Irish of the Dubuque lead 
mine region that many of them decided he was 
really of their nationality and began to call him 
Matthew Kelly. The Garryowen Irish parish 
had as its first pastor a scholarly young French 
priest, Father J.C. Perrodin, who had few dif­
ficulties with his parishioners. Father Anthony 
Palemourges, the first pastor of Davenport, 
admirably served a mixed congregation of 
Germans and Irishmen.
Loras also realized that ethnic pastors pre­
sumed ethnic parishes. He understood fully 
that these immigrants would find life in a 
strange land much easier if their worship and 
religious experiences continued within the na­
tional traditions to which they were accus-
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tom ed. U nfortunately , c ircum stances— 
especially lack of funds—made it impossible to 
provide German and Irish parishes wherever 
they were desired. The poverty of these 
Catholics, many of whom were hardly able to 
support themselves, as well as the determina­
tion of Loras to purchase land for future devel­
opment, precluded the building of churches for 
every ethnic community. Unhappily, these 
new Americans had little in common other than 
their religion, so that there were often deep 
divisions in such congregations. The rural 
parish of St. Catherine’s, some ten miles south
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of Dubuque, was a case in point. Controversy 
arose, even before the church was built, over 
the question of its name. The Irish opted for St. 
Bridget while the Germans preferred a saint of 
their nationality. Bishop Loras, as an impartial 
Frenchman, chose St. Catherine. Suspicion of 
each other led to the regulation that there had
to be three trustees from each nationalitv.¥
Separation continued during religious ser­
vices, for the Germans sat on one side of the 
church and the Irish on the other. Indeed, 
segregation extended even to the grave, for the 
cemetery was divided into German and Irish 
sections.
Several of the larger cities of the diocese, 
including Dubuque, had both German and 
Irish communities. Once again, segregation 
was the rule. In Dubuque, for example, each 
had its ethnic ghetto: the Irish in the south of 
the citv, the Germans in the north. Whenw *
money became available to build a second 
church in these cities, Loras chose to form 
German parishes, evidently because of the lan­
guage problem. Thus, in Dubuque, Daven­
port, and Burlington, German churches were 
built. The Irish had to be satisfied with the 
older, smaller churches whose congregations 
included American and other non-Irish mem­
bers, a situation which hardly suited these im- 
migrants.
I f the lack of ethnic clergymen and parishes resulted from circumstances beyond the 
control of Loras, his background and personal­
ity also contributed to his troubles with the
✓
ethnic Catholics of his diocese. He was the son 
of a wealthy bourgeois French family, and thus 
had little in common with these poorly edu­
cated, crude, and sometimes violent frontier 
Catholics. Furthermore, the theology he had 
learned in the French seminaries stressed a 
severe, ascetic spirituality with more than a 
touch of Jansenism [rigorous moralism]. The 
lives of the German and Irish Catholics for
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whom Loras was responsible did not always 
measure up to the stern code of conduct that he 
conceived as proper. Drinking liquor was the 
particular bete noir of Loras. Certainly he had 
good reason to fear the abuse of liquor among 
the Catholics of his diocese. The American
frontier was notorious for its liberality towards
✓
drinking and the consequent widespread 
drunkenness. Nor was there anything in the 
background of either Germans or Irishmen 
which would mitigate their use of liquor. That 
Loras organized and encouraged temperance
movements in his diocese is surely to his credit.
✓
Still, this French priest, in his legitimate desire 
to curb the evils of drink, sometimes failed to 
recognize the cultural element in the use of 
spirits. In 1856, for example, Loras was in cor­
respondence with a German monastery in La- 
trobe, Pennsylvania in the hope of persuading 
several priests from this community to join him 
in Dubuque. The plan miscarried, apparently 
because Loras refused to permit these German 
priests to brew and drink beer, a practice in 
which their order had engaged for centuries.
I he reaction of Abbot Boniface of the Latrobe 
monastery illustrates the failure of Loras to 
comprehend ethnic issues. The abbot indig­
nantly pointed out that not only had the Pope 
approved of their brewing beer but at his last 
audience with him, Pius IX had joked about it. 
fhe abbot closed with this parting shot: “Tem­
perance men are either fools or hypocrites.”
His concern over liquor led him into conflict 
with the Germans of New Vienna, a parish he 
had helped establish. The problem was a gro­
cery which dispensed liquor across from the 
church. These German Catholics had the cus­
tom of stopping at the grocery before and after 
Sunday Mass, a practice which Loras deplored. 
Indeed, he considered it so pernicious that he 
placed the grocery and anyone who frequented 
it under an interdict.
His most serious and long-standing dispute 
was with the Irish of Dubuque. Although the 
bishop was partly to blame, it must be admitted 
that these Irish Catholics were an obstreperous 
and troublesome group. Many of them had 
been among the first settlers on the rough 
lead-mining frontier. Isolated from their fellow 
countrymen, in the midst of a Protestant Amer- 
ican society, these Irishmen sought to preserve 
their national identity through social and reli­
gious activities and organizations. A few were 
well-to-do, but most were poor, with little 
money to contribute to their church. The des- 
perate poverty of those left behind in Ireland 
further diminished their ability to support their 
priests, for many were sending money back 
home so that their relatives could join them in 
America. Father Perrodin of Garryowen con-
w
veyed the tragedy of Ireland in this paragraph 
in a letter to Bishop Loras:
178 T he Palimpsest
St. Anthony's Catholic Church of Davenport, built in 1837 (SIISI)
A young man in my congregation is ex­
pecting a letter with money from Ireland. 
His name is Fitzpatrick, an excellent 
young man who doesn’t drink WHIS­
KEY. Would you watch out for his letter?
✓
This is the first time someone is getting 
money from Ireland.
Even under the best of circumstances and 
with much good will, it would have been dif­
ficult to serve these poor, rough immigrants. 
Even Samuel Mazzuchelli, a most adaptable 
and effective priest, found the Irish of the lead 
mines intractable. In 1837 he wrote of this to 
Bishop Rosati of St. Louis:
Disinterestedness, patience and humility 
are indispensible with the people I have 
here. You know well the great faults of the 
nation with whom I have to live.
Loras would certainly have agreed with Maz­
zuchelli, for he had many problems with these 
people. In 1844, the friction between the
bishop and his congregation led to an open 
break. Unhappy because the clergy of St. 
Raphael s Cathedral were not of their national­
ity, the Irish parishioners refused to pay pew 
rent or contribute adequately to the support of 
the priests. Hostility grew so great that Loras 
deserted his see city and took up residence in 
the southern Iowa town of Burlington. So angry 
was he with the Dubuque congregation that he 
wrote to Rome that he might remove his resi­
dence permanently to Burlington. As a part of 
this proposed change, Father Healv became 
pastor in Dubuque. Healy was a weak, un­
stable personality who only added to the prob­
lem. Instead of pacifying the dissidents, Healy 
became their leader, forcing Loras to return to 
Dubuque and remove him from the diocese.
In 1847, trouble broke out again when an 
Irish school teacher had a dispute with the 
Order of Hibernians, a Dubuque Irish society. 
Daniel Brodie, the embattled teacher, iden-
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tified the cause when he told Loras that these 
argumentative Irish were “north county,” with 
a touch of Orangeism. Still another open break 
occurred in 1854 over the issue of the formation 
of an Irish parish. A German one had been 
established when Holy Trinity Church was 
completed several years earlier, so that when a 
third church was built in Dubuque the Irish 
naturally expected that it would serve as their 
parish. Loras, however, had not planned on 
this; he insisted that the new church—St. Pat­
rick s—be a mission of St. Raphael s Cathedral. 
He feared that if St. Patrick’s became an inde­
pendent parish, there would be few parishion­
ers and even less money for the cathedral.
✓
Since he was in the process of building a larger 
cathedral, this was especially serious. Once 
again, the Irish used the weapon of non-contri­
bution, and again Loras fled D ubuque, 
threatening to withdraw all of the clergy from 
that city if the Catholics there did not cooper­
ate. Eventually, through the good offices of 
several Irish community leaders, the problems 
were resolved.
D espite these difficulties, Loras did not do badly in building the diocese. As he had anticipated, Iowa was rapidly settled, but 
fewer Catholics had come than he had hoped.
Instead the majority of new settlers were Pro­
testants born in the United States. Still, the
efforts of Bishop Loras to attract Irish and 
German immigrants to his diocese left its mark
on the state. Ethnic Catholic communities ap­
peared, particularly in eastern Iowa. Dubuque 
County, the area where Loras made his most 
intensive efforts, did indeed fulfill the dream of 
the bishop, for at the time of his death the 
majority of the population of the county was 
German and Irish Catholics.
Furthermore, during his tenure as Bishop of 
Dubuque, Loras laid the foundation for the 
future growth of the Catholic Church in Iowa. 
When he arrived in Dubuque, he found a dio­
cese with a few hundred Catholics, four priests, 
and three churches. Encouraged by his pru­
dent use of limited funds and guided by the 
energetic dedication of himself and his clergy, 
the diocese grew steadily larger, eventually 
reaching across the state. In 1857, shortly be­
fore Loras died, there were 49,000 Catholics 
living in the Dubuque diocese with 37 priests, 
52 churches, and 47 mission stations. And all of 
this had been accomplished without destroying 
the fragile culture of these ethnic Catholics. □
Note on Sources
Most of the information presented in this article came 
from unpublished papers located in the archives of vari­
ous Catholic institutions and organizations. The archives 
of the Archdiocese of Dubuque, which contain much of 
the extensive correspondence of Loras, was by far the 
most useful. Materials in the Loras College Library were 
also used. These consist of parish histories, copies of the 
annual Catholic Almanac, miscellaneous letters, and scat­
tered newspaper and magazine articles. The only pub­
lished biography of Bishop Loras of any value is M.M. 
Hoffmann, Church Founders of the Northwest (Bruce, 
1937), which is somewhat dated and ignores important 
issues.
Letters
from
Algona
1856-1865
Edited by Doris Faulkner
From a bundle o f letters long forgotten in a 
New England attic, and from a group o f diaries 
carefully preserved in a home in Algona, Iowa, 
much o f the story o f a family o f early settlers o f 
Algona can be reconstructed. The letters tell o f 
the migration o f the family o f Luther Rist from  
Uxbridge, Massachusetts, first to Anoka, Min­
nesota and later to Algona where the Rists es­
tablished a homestead in that raw frontier 
town in July 1856.
The 1856 diary o f Lewis //. Smith-a young 
surveyor from  Cambridge, Massachusetts— 
tells o f his courtship o f Abbie Rist; a later diary 
reveals his grief at her untimely death in 1866 
after nine years o f marriage, with their fifth  
child stillborn. The letters and diaries de­
scribe, first-hand, the hope and despair, the 
joy and the sorrow o f these early settlers. From 
them one can almost visualize what life was like 
in Algona so many years ago.
© Iowa State Historical Department/Division of the State His­
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The town was founded by two young explor­
ers, Ambrose A. Call and his brother Asa C. 
Call, when Ambrose blazed his name on a wal­
nut tree in a grove on the east fork o f the Des 
Moines River and wrote, ‘Ambrose A. Call 
claims this grove July 10, 1854. The federal 
government had offered the land to any home­
steader who would establish a bona fide resi­
dence on a quarter-section in Kossuth County. 
The railroad from Chicago and points east ex­
tended only as fa r  as the Mississippi River. 
From Dubuque, one had to travel west by 
horseback, covered wagon, or stagecoach. 
Streams had to be forded, fo r  there were no 
bridges. Wagons and coaches often got bogged 
down in the low-lying sloughs, and mosquitoes 
were a source o f constant torment.
In spite o f these difficulties, news soon 
spread o f land open to government claim in 
“Call's Grove, and by early spring in 1855, 
there were fifteen or twenty cabins along the 
river bank. In August o f that year, after a
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turbulent political battle with Irvington Town­
ship, Algona became the county seat. Its name 
derived from an Indian word meaning “Algon­
quin Waters.”
The county court, which consisted o f a 
judge, a clerk, and a sheriff, was the only form  
of government at that time. The county judge 
held all executive authority. Elected as the first 
judge was Asa C. Call; nineteen-year-old Lewis 
H. Smith, who had arrived from Cambridge, 
Massachusetts only a month before, was named 
surveyor.
A sawmill arose in the summer o f 1855 but 
did not begin operation until the following 
year. Ten yokes o f oxen hauled the heavy ma­
chinen/ through the sloughs and across the 
streams westward from Illinois; many times the 
wagon became mired in the mud. After many 
delays the mill finally went into production in 
the spring o f 1856. The first building to be 
erected using sawed lumber was the town hall, 
which served as a meeting house fo r church 
services, singing school, political events, lec­
tures, funerals, and dances.
Earli/ settlers from the East were so en­
thusiastic about the opportunities available in 
Kossuth County that they wrote glowing letters 
back to relatives telling o f the untapped re­
sources to be found in this promised land. 
Among these adventurous Yankees was Frank 
Hist, aged twenty-six, who had left Uxbridge, 
Massachusetts during an industrial depression 
when the mill where he was employed closed 
down. Frank joined a group called the Whit- 
insville Wagon Train, which arrived in Algona 
late in the summer o f 1855. He established a 
claim southeast o f the townsite and wrote to his 
wife—Eugenia-and to fits parents, urging them 
to come as soon as possible.
Late in April 1856, the Rist family—including 
Luther, 48 years old, his wife Betsey, 53, his 
daughter-in-law Eugenia, 21, his son Syl­
vester, 23, and his daughter Abbie, 16-set out 
by train on the first stage o f their journey to 
begin a new life “out west. All except Eugenia
planned to visit Betsey s sister, Maria Wood­
bury, in Anoka, Minnesota before making a 
final decision as to where they would establish 
their home. Frank had expected to meet the 
family in Dubuque and to take Eugenia back to 
Algona with him, but he was taken ill and was 
not there to meet them. Instead, Sylvester was 
designated to accompany Eugenia by stage to 
Algona while Luther, Betsey, and Abbie, with 
all o f their household goods, traveled by river- 
boat and overland stage to Anoka. The first 
letter picks up the story from there. (Original
spelling and punctuation have been retained 
throughout.)
Abbie Rist to Mrs. Margaret (Sibley) Cory, 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island
Anoka, Minn., May 13, 1856
Dear Aunt:
I take this opportunity to write a few lines to 
you, to inform you that we have arrived safe at 
Aunt Maria’s. We found her well with plenty of 
work to do. We started from Whitinsville 
Wednesday the 30th of April, arrived at Chi­
cago Friday morning and had to wait till 8 
o’clock in the evening. We got to Dunleith 
Saturday morning at 10 o’clock. We left Sylves­
ter and Eugenia there. Frank was not there and 
the family that were going with her did not 
conclude to start when we did, so Sylvester 
went with her. We did not think it safe for her 
to go alone so far. I don’t know how long he will 
stay hut 1 hope not long, for we miss him very 
much. We got to St. Paul about noon Monday, 
then we hired a man to carry us and our trunks 
to St. Anthony. We arrived there at 5 o’clock in 
the afternoon, and went on a boat but it did not 
start till 8 the next morning. Then it went halfa 
mile, and broke the pump, and had to wait till 
the next morning, being just one week from the 
time we started. I was sick one dav on the boat, 
but we were well the rest of the time.
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Abbie Rist, daughter of Betsey and Luther Rist 
(courtesy Mrs. Howard M. Long)
There were plenty of pick pockets on the 
boat; two men were robbed while we were 
there. There was a great deal of card playing on 
both boats.
1 don’t know where we shall settle, or what 
we shall do, we can’t decide till we see or bear 
from Sylvester, if be likes Iowa very much, 
perhaps we may go there. Mother wants to go 
there. She is homesick and we are rather dis­
appointed in the looks. I suppose it is because it 
is so different from home, having no trees near 
the house and no fruit.
Mother sends her love and says she don’t 
know as she shall ever write any more, hut I 
guess she will feel better before a great while. I 
feel quite well contented now, hut 1 suppose I 
shall he homesick when all the rest have got 
over it.
The mail goes Saturday and comes Monday, 
but they have chances to send letters to St. Paul
quite often, the first of the week, and that helps 
them along a little.
Ever vours, 
Abbie M. Rist
Betsey (Sibley) Rist to Margaret (Sibley) Cory
Anoka, Minnesota June 8, 1856
Dear Sister:
I suppose you think that I have forgotten to 
write to you. I have had so much to think ol 
since I left my pleasant home in the East and 
come to the far West that I could not compose
mv mind to write. It is Sunday and most all the
* *
folks are at meeting. We are all here at Maria’s.
Mv health is about the same as common but mv9 0
heart is sick. I feel so homesick some times 1 
think I cannot stav, but thev sav I shall like it
- * 9 0
better some time, but I do not think that I shall 
ever feel at home.
Luther s health is better except his foot that 
is very lame. He cannot wear nothing but an 
old shoe he likes. He says things are not as he 
expected. Land is very high here. If we buy 
land here we shall have to go back ten miles and 
I do not want to do that. I suppose that Abbie 
wrote you that we had to part with Sylvester
when we took the boat. It was a verv solemn
*
time. 1 have shed many tears. He has not come 
yet and when he will, I do not know, but we 
look for him every day.
Sometimes I think it would have been better 
for us to go to Iowa and if Sylvester likes, I think 
we shall.
I have a great many lonely hours when I 
think of home and mv brothers and you, my
r *
sister, and all the friends that I have left that I 
never expect to see again in this world, but I 
hope to meet them in that Spirit Land where 
there is no separation. Pray for me, sister, that
mv faith mav not fail in (lavs of trial.
*  •> *
I hope you are well and comfortable. You are 
better off there than you would be here in this 
strange land. I almost wish that I was there wi th 
you. Tomorrow the mail will come and I hope I 
shall have a letter. I have not heard from any of
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you since I left. I will finish this when we hear 
from the children. It is a long time to wait a
week for the mail but this is one of the beauties 
of the West.
June 9th. I have just had a letter from Sylves­
ter. He got to Frank’s the 19th of May. H e was
*
twenty days agoin . He walked 125 miles 
through muddy country. I le left Frank’s wife to 
come by stage. He blistered his feet verv bad.
r
Frank was disappointed because we did not 
come. I do not know what we shall do. Luther 
wants we should go right off, but I don’t know 
what to do. I do not know what to write so I will 
let Abbie finish this. We don’t have to cultivate 
flowers here, there are enough without. The 
phlox and spider 1 i 1 lies grow wild here and look
light pretty, like ours at home. This from your 
sister,
Betsey Hist.
Dear Aunt Margaret:
Mother says I must finish this and will do the 
best I can. I did not have time to finish this last 
night as they were reading the letters so I could 
not write. We had four yesterday but we had 
not had only one before. We prize letters here. 
Father says the next thing you hear of us 
perhaps we shall be in Iowa, knee deep in mud. 
If so I expect you will say, “Joy be with us," but 
I expect the mud is dried up some by this time, 
if the sun has been as hot there as it has been 
here. The 23rd of May it was 99 degrees and I 
thought it was very hot. We have a great many 
thunderstorms but the thunder don’t seem so 
heavy as it used to at home. Sylvester said the 
stage got stuck in a slew, as the western folks 
say, and they had to walk seven miles in the 
mud and rain. There were three men besides 
Eugenia in the coach. I think she must have 
had a fine time of it. The next day they went 
about fifteen miles, and the next morning Syl­
vester left Eugenia with some women who had 
started nine days before they did. Their men 
had gone on, on foot, and they w'ere waiting for 
the next stage. Frank and Sylvester expected 
Genie the next week. Aunt Maria says she will 
write when we are gone.
I must close now and to go work.
A. Rist
After much indecision Luther and Betsey chose 
to make their home in Algona. They traveled 
with Abbie by ox-cart from Anoka to Algona 
where Frank, Eugenia, and Sylvester already 
were living in a tiny log cabin on Frank s claim, 
southeast o f Algona. During that first summer 
they built a one and one-half story log cabin on 
Luther s claim.
Abbie Rist to John Sibley, Pawtucket, Rhode 
Island. Sibley was Editor o f the Pawtucket 
Gazette and Chronicle.
Algona, Iowa December 14, 1856 
Dear Uncle:
At Mother’s request I seat myself to answer
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yours of August 31st which reached our humble 
cabin in September. . . .  In consequence of 
Father s not being able to work for so long, and 
a great many hindrances we did not move into 
our house until the last of October. Then, it was 
not fit to live in, but we have got along so far 
very comfortably. We have not got lumber to 
finish it yet so it is all in one room. It reminds 
me of a barn, most of anything, but there is 
nothing like getting used to it. We have to carry 
logs to the mill to have them sawed before we 
get any lumber. We intend to have some this 
week, if nothing happens to prevent. There is 
so much to do, and nothing to do with, that it 
makes it hard to do anything. However, “Pa­
tience and Perseverance will accomplish all 
things/* . . .  so if we keep doing, I think we 
shall be comfortable in time.
It is so cold, and such bad walking we cannot 
attend meeting. It is a mile and a half from here
and we have to walk. Before the snow came 
they had meeting every Sabbath. The Congre­
gational minister preached one Sabbath and 
the Presbyterian the next. We miss the meet­
ings. Having to stay at home all day Sunday 
makes us lonesome, but we hope it will be 
better sometime.
I like the people here very much, what few I 
have become acquainted with. I think this is a 
very pleasant country in summer but I can tell 
more about the winter when it is past, than I 
know now. Everything is new here, and things
are very high. Provisions, and everything 
else. . . .
Yours with much respect,
Abbie M. Rist
One cannot help comparing the attitudes o f the 
mother, daughter, and son to the same events. 
Betsey's letters reveal a homesick, melancholy 
woman with many doubts and fears concerning 
their decision to face the uncertainties o f life on 
the harsh frontier. The unsettled prairie of­
fered golden opportunity fo r  young people, but 
Betsey was too old (in those days, fifty-three 
was long past middle-age) to be uprooted from  
her comfortable home in a large New England 
town. She felt very keenly her separation from  
her brothers and sister and from friends o f her 
own generation; she grieved fo r the four chil­
dren who lay buried back in Uxbridge. Her 
only solace seemed to be in her strict Calvinist 
religious faith.
On the other hand, sixteen-year-old Abbie 
was eager fo r  adventure. Though she endured 
with Betsey and the other settlers the same 
hardships—isolation, severe winters, drought, 
flood, and threat o f Indian raids—her bouyant 
spirit enabled her to meet each new trial with 
“patience and perseverance/  as she seemed so 
fond o f saying. Similarly, Sylvester's letter re­
flects his disappointment with conditions as he 
found them, but he tempers his disillusionment 
with a rather wry humor.
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Sylvester Rist to Darius Sibley, Putnam, Con­
necticut
Algona, April 8, 1857
Dear Uncle:
I have been thinking for some weeks past 
that I would write you a few lines, as we have 
not heard from any of your family for some 
time, hoping you would return favor. Father, 
as I suppose you have heard, cut his knee last 
Fall and has been lame ever since, and what has 
made matters worse, he has been troubled all 
winter with the rheumatism, so he has not been 
able to do anything this winter.
Mother has been homesick ever since we left 
Whitins. She thinks of all places, the West is 
Most Miserable. I am sorry she ever came here 
for I don t think she ever will like. Today and 
yesterday she has been down to the lowest 
notch. I tell her it is natural to the family, when 
they are down, to be clear down. She says tell 
you never to think of leaving old Connecticut 
for the sake of coming out West where there is 
nothing but land. And she thinks it rather hard 
to sacrifice everything for a little land.
April 7. Two days have elapsed since I begun
to write this. I should have finished it last night, 
but was away from home. However it will reach 
you just as quick for our mail goes but once a 
week.
We are sitting around the fire tonight as 
usual. Abbie is knitting. Father is sitting on the 
sofa. Mother occupies the only rocking chair 
the house affords. I wish you could look into our 
log cabin and see us as we are. The room we live 
in is about 13 X 15 feet. For a partition to 
separate us from Father’s bedroom, Mother 
has hung up the carpet that was used in the 
sitting room back home. Frank and Wife have 
been living with us this winter. They live up­
stairs.
Frank has just come in with a prairie chicken 
which he caught in a trap. He says tell Uncle 
that we dine on fowls most every day, but that 
is not so. You must make allowance for him 
because he is a Western man and it is impossi­
ble for them to tell the truth. ‘Tis true there is 
plenty of wild fowls about, of most all kinds, but 
the trouble seems to be in getting near enough 
to shoot them, especially for such a military 
man as I be.
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As for stock, we are not very well supplied. 
Father has one yoke of oxen, one cow, six hens 
and a rooster. We have just erected a privy. 
Through this long cold winter, we have fol­
lowed the Western fashion, using the woods 
and corners offences for the pleasant purpose, 
but we are heartily sick of it. I think it would do 
you good to see how the regular Western men 
live. I mean them that come right from the 
Indians. They live like pigs, to say the least.
Yesterday I went to town meeting, and with­
out any joking was chosen Town Clerk! What 
an honor! We came West partly to live cheap. 
Thought things was getting too high there, but 
as the saying is, we barked up the wrong tree.
There is a rumor afloat that the Indians have 
been killing off the white people in some small 
settlements about 60 miles northwest of 11s in 
the vicinity of Spirit Lake, near the Minnesota 
line.
A great many different stories are told about 
it, the largest I have heard is that about 50 have 
been killed. W hether any of them are true or 
not, I do not know. A number of young men 
started out from here this afternoon to go up 
there to see if there is any truth in these re­
ports.
Spring seems to be coming on rather slow. 
The snow is not all gone yet. We have not 
begun to plow, but hope to soon. I expect I 
shall have to work farming this year. I would 
rather be excused, but do not think I can. . . . 
This letter is incomplete as half the page, writ­
ten on both sides, is missing.
Betsey Rist to Darius and Almira Sibley, Put­
nam, Connecticut
Algona, April 29, 1857 
Dear Brother and Sister:
With a trembling hand and a sad heart, I take 
my pen to write you a few lines. We received a 
paper from you and a letter from Brother John 
with the sad news that Darius A. was dead. We 
sympathise with you in your affliction. We 
know from experience what it is to part with
Luther Rist, husband of Betsey (courtesy Mrs. 
Howard M. Long)
dear and beloved children. I wish, my brother 
and sister, that I could see you and comfort you 
in your sorrow. I pray the blessed Saviour, in 
whom he trusted in the trying hour of death, 
when no earthly arm could save him, may be 
your support. . . . He was kind to all, but he 
has been called in his youthful days. He has 
passed through what we all must, soon. May we 
all be ready when the summons comes. O 
Brother, give your heart to God. Seek Him. 
Put your trust in Him. There is no true happi­
ness in the things of this world.
We feel that we are liable to have our lives 
taken at any time. I suppose you have seen by 
the papers, the Indians are close by. They have 
killed 32 up to Spirit Lake, sixty miles from 
here. They say they will kill all the whites from 
Terril to Fort Dodge. The men are at work up 
town making a fort for the safety of the folks 
here. Frank and Sylvester are there. There are
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one hundred men to work. Some have left for 
below. We could not leave since Frank s wife 
expects to be confined any day. The excitement 
is great here. The women are frightened very 
much. I have been, but I feel calmer today. All 
the neighbors come here to stay. Nights there 
is three men besides our folks. The women 
sleep upstairs, the men on the floor. They have 
six guns all ready loaded.
The doctor s wife came here yesterday al­
most frightened to death. She thought they was 
acomin’, but she has gone home today. We 
shall stay here as long as we can. When they get 
the fields done, if there is great danger, we 
shall try to go up to the fort. Luther is very' lame 
yet. He works a little. He says he don’t think 
the Indians will come unless they mean to have 
a war. They have sent to the Governor for men 
to protect the settlement, but if the Indians
should come in a large number, we should fair 
hard.
Saturday afternoon, the 25th. The report is 
there are Indians about 20 miles below. There 
is so many stories told that we don’t know what 
to believe. The boys went up to work on the fort 
today. They think they shall finish tonight.
Luther has gone up to mend a pipe in the 
sawmill. He keeps pretty good courage. We 
heard yesterday that the Governor had ordered 
out two thousand men. I hope they will come
soon. Some of the men think there will be a 
war. . . .
Sunday, the 26th. The boys have gone to 
work at the fort today. They did not finish 
yesterday. The folks moved from the other side 
of the river last night. The minister says we can 
come there, but it is hard for us to leave. We 
are all as well as common except Abbie. I think 
she has got the ague but I hope it will not last.
1 uesday, the 28th. We feel quite calm today. 
There is no news. They have about finished the 
Fort. 1 hey have formed a company, chosen 
their officers. If there is any trouble they will 
have to go. Abbie is some better. Her mouth 
has been very sore. The Spring has been very'
Sylvester Rist, youngest son of La i  the r and Betsey 
Rist (courtesy Mrs. Howard M. Long)
cold and backward. The men folks have begun 
to plough. Luther drives the oxen. Frank holds 
the plough. They have a long whip, some like a 
fish pole. If the Indians will let us alone I hope 
w'e shall raise something this year, but they 
may come when we least expect them. They 
are so sly and ugly that we cannot feel safe any 
time until they can drive them back and keep 
them there. They say they haven’t had their 
pay for the land.
It is one year today since we left our New 
England home to find a home in this Western 
World. I have had a great many sad hours and 
shed many tears. It never has seemed like 
home to me yet, but I hope it will be better for 
my family. I should be glad to see you come, 
but it is a hard country for new beginners. 
When w'e get something raised I hope we shall 
feel better. There is no more news about the 
Indians. I went up to the Fort yesterday. It
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looks like a prison. It is built around the Town 
Hall. We have milk and eggs and potatoes, our 
living is good enough. Luther’s hand is so lame 
that he can’t write much. . . .
This from your Sister,
Betsey Hist
Abhie Hist to a cousin in Uxbridge
Algona, Iowa May 3, 1857
Dear Cousin:
We received your letter in due time with 
much pleasure. . . . Though we have had a late 
Spring, for the past three days it has been very 
warm and pleasant. The Indians have put them 
back in their work. I suppose you have have 
heard something about it. It seems a small 
party of a Sioux tribe north of here have been 
going around doing mischief. Their intention 
was to kill all the settlers on both forks of the 
river as far as Fort Dodge. The first we heard of
them was about the middle of March. They had 
attacked the settlement at Spirit Lake, about 60 
miles from here, and murdered 32 persons, 
which was all there was there at the time. . . . 
About a week afterward they attacked Spring- 
field, a small settlement in Minnesota, about 60 
or 70 miles from here. They did not kill them all 
there, part of them got away. It is thought there 
were as many Indians killed as white people, 
but we do not know, for they took their dead 
back with them. They who went to bury the 
dead at Spirit Lake said it seemed they died 
fighting to save themselves and families, their 
rifles and revolvers in their hands.
About a week or 10 days ago we heard they 
were gathering their forces to clear the forks of 
the river of all settlers. Our people were fright­
ened and deemed it advisable to build a fort to 
try to protect ourselves as well as we could, so 
they went to work and built it. A great many of 
the settlers outside moved into town. We did 
not go as we thought we [should not go until] 
we heard something very alarming. It is not at 
all convenient for us to leave home. We ex­
pected we should have to go to save our lives, 
but we have not. The excitement is almost over 
with now. We hear the Indians have gone to 
their lands in Minnesota. I hope we may not be 
troubled with them, but we may be yet, if they y
government of the United States does not do
something with them. Thirty-nine persons is a
large number to be killed by Indians, without
making some noise about it. There have been
several families gone to Spirit Lake since the
massacre. I believe there are as many as there
were before. Some of the people moved away
while there was so much excitement, but some
of them are back again and I presume il we have
no more trouble with Indians, more will come.
Some of the people were below a hundred
miles and they heard Algona had been taken
and all killed, so you can see the stories are
*
large, only so far off. If they all increase in 
proportion, I don’t know that they would be 
when they get to you. However, we are all safe
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now. I hope we may not see an Indian for ten 
years. I don t think you will want to hear more 
about it; it is not very pleasant to be in fear of 
them all the time. For a week we had six per­
sons beside our own family here nights, and six 
guns well loaded, but we did not use 
them. . . .
It is very pleasant here now. Flowers are 
springing up all around the house and in the 
woods, and the prairies will soon be covered 
with them. There are a great many pleasant 
things in the west, and a great many very un­
pleasant things, but Patience and Perserver- 
ance will help one along a great deal, in any 
place, and certainly they need a full supply 
here, but every situation in life has its trials and 
troubles. I think the best way is to take it easy 
and don’t let it worry you, and you know there
is nothing like getting used to it, but enough of 
this.
New settlers keep coming in every few days. 
Father takes his gun with him ploughing and 
shoots prairie squirrels. He has shot over forty 
within a few days. He seems quite smart. In the 
Spring and Fall prairie chickens are very 
plenty. We caught thirty in April. They were
very good. We catch them in traps.
Lewis is out surveying this week with a 
friend of his. They carry their provisions and 
camp out; a fine way of living, but he is used to 
it. H is home was in Cambridge. But I must say 
good-bye.
Write soon, 
Abbie
“Lewis is out surveying this week. . . .' is the 
first mention Abbie makes in her letters of an 
acquaintanceship with a young man. In Sep­
tember 1856, Lewis Smith wrote in his diary 
that he had asked Miss Abbie Rist to go with him 
to a party at the home o f Judge Asa C. Call and 
“she consented to go." A few  days later, he 
makes another entry: “Took the team back this 
morning. Party last night. We got there quite 
late but had a good time. After the party, young 
Rist [Sylvester] and myself took our ladies to 
ride around the Grove and got home about half 
past two."
According to the Rist genealogy, Lewis H. 
Smith and Abbie M. Rist were married in Al- 
gona on October 25, 1857. Abbie was just eigh­
teen; Lewis was twenty-two .Lewis and Abbie
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took an active role in the social life o f the town. 
The early settlers were determined that al­
though they were fa r removed from the educa­
tional centers which they had known in the 
East, they would not abandon the cultural as­
pects o f life. A reading circle, a literary band, 
and a singing school all were organized during 
the winter o f1857-1858. Lewis was president o f 
the literary band.
Although he was involved in numerous busi­
ness enterprises, Lewis maintained his survey­
ing activities. The last letter we have from  
Abbie reveals a happy young mother looking 
forward to her husbands return from a survey­
ing trip and to the completion o f a frame house 
in town which Lewis was having built fo r his 
family.
Abbie (Rist) Smith to John Sibley, Pawtucket, 
Rhode Island
Algona, Iowa, July 2, 1865 .
Dear Uncle John:
Mother tells me she has not heard from you 
for some time and as I have plenty of time, and 
want something to busy me when I am not 
tending baby, I thought I would write to
you. . . .
Lewis was well the last I heard from him on 
the 18th of June. He has gone to Idaho as 
Surveyor of the Government Road, the Nio- 
brarah and Virginia City Wagon Road. He 
started from here June 2nd, reached Sioux City 
the 6th at 10 o’clock A M. The train had gone on 
to the mouth of the Niobrarah River except the 
cavalry and saddle horses and Col. Sawyer, the 
Commander. They started from Sioux City the 
8th at 4 o’clock A M., stopped at Yanktown the 
11th, Sunday. Went up to the camp Monday 
and started on their long journey Tuesday, the 
13th at 1 P.M. He got 32 miles by Sunday, the 
18th. They do not travel on Sundays. A part of 
the way it was very rough travelling and creeks 
to cross every two or three miles, and their 
wagons were heavily loaded. The country 
through which they were going, he says, was 
very sandy, with large patches of cactus in full 
bloom in nearly every color, in all directions, 
sometimes half an acre in a patch.
At night, when they camp they drive the 
wagons around in a circle, the fore end of one 
lapping on the hind end of another. The cattle 
and everything has to be driven inside the cir­
cle and guarded. A Howitzer and some cavalry’ 
and infantry go in front, then half a company, 
then about 25 wagons, then half a company of 
infantry, a Howitzer and cavalry for rear guard. 
They have 150 mules and 350 cattle and 40 or 
50 horses and about 300 men. Only 6 or 7 
wagons of emigrants are going along. He takes 
courses with pocket compass and general 
course at night with solar compass. The dis­
tance is measured with an odometer on a wagon 
wheel. He has a good saddle horse to ride and 
says it is not hard work. His pay is $5.00 a day
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and found. I do not expect to hear from him 
again very soon. They expect to go through in 
65 or 75 days. I have written this particularly as 
I thought it might he of interest to you.
After this summer I hope to have my hus­
band at home, if we live. I expect he will he 
gone now till the first of November or Decem­
ber. I am housekeeping, have a girl to stay with 
me and get along very well only get lonesome. 
Our house is not done yet, but expect to have it 
finished this summer, most of it.
I believe I have written you quite a long 
letter. You will excuse mistakes there is only 
four children running around here and playing 
while I am writing. Please write as soon as 
convenient.
Yours with love, 
Abbie \1. Smith
EPILOGUE
Upon Lewis's return from the surveying exped­
ition, he and Abbie moved into their new 
house. With his brother John, Lewis soon 
opened a general store inAlgona. This was only 
one of his many business enterprises. He built 
the first office building in Algona in the autumn 
o f1856. He was a government surveyor, but he 
also studied law and became county judge 
while still in his early twenties. Always very 
active in politics, Lewis was later sent as a 
delegate by the House of Representatives to 
Spirit Lake, where he served as enrolling clerk.
Apparently Lewis and Abbie and their four 
children were very happy until tragedy struck 
in September 1866, when Abbie— who was 
pregnant—became ill with “congestion o f the 
lungs, a malady which had afflicted several 
other members o f the Rist family. She died on 
September third, her fifth  child stillborn.
At the time of Abbie's death her children 
were eight, six, four, and two years of age. 
Lewis kept the little family together with the 
help of a hired girl, and continued on as a 
partner in the Smith Brothers Store.
Lewis H. Smith (SHSI)
In May 1863, Luther Rist died o f pneumonia 
after a very brief illness. Betsey went to live 
with Sylvester and his family. For a number o f 
years, Frank's chief occupation uxis driving the 
mail stage from Algona to Fort Dodge. The nuiil 
was regarded as the most important link with 
the outside world. Indeed, the first newspaper 
in the town often held up its last column o f type 
until Frank brought the latest news by mail 
from Fort Dodge. In February 1872, while 
driving the stage in a winter storm, Frank 
frosted his lungs and died soon afterward.
The death o f Frank left Eugenia with three 
fatherless boys. Lewis Smith had been trying 
fo r six years following Abbie s death to raise his 
four children. He and Eugenia were married 
December 8, 1872, thus uniting seven o f Bet­
sey's grandchildren under one roof.
In addition to his other activities, Lewis op­
erated the Kossuth County Bank with Mr. Wil-
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liam H. Ingham, its founder, and retained an 
interest there fo r the rest o f his long life. He 
died in January 1928, a few  days after suffering 
a fall at the age o f ninety-two. A Christmas 
card which he designed and sent in 1927, just a 
few  weeks before his death, gives a pictorial 
story o f his life as one o f the first settlers o f 
Algona.
After Abbie, Luther, and Frank all preceded 
her in death, Betsey retreated into a world o f  
memories. Although she never felt at home in 
this “strange land she outlived all but Sylves­
ter, with whom she made her home until her 
own death in 1882 at the age o f seventy-eight. 
Her great-granddaughter describes her in a 
letter written in 1930: “After Frank’s death, 
Grandmother Betsey just sat in her chair by the 
kitchen stove, winter and summer. She always 
wore a cap and carried a bag with her knitting 
and peppermints. . . . She hardly ever spoke a 
word. ”
Perhaps lying unnoticed in some attic are 
more letters and diaries such as these which tell 
a similar story o f the pioneers. Some settlers 
found their good fortune. Others, like Betsey, 
found disillusionment, loneliness, and tragedy. 
But because o f the daring and courage o f these 
adventurous ancestors, a very important chap­
ter o f our history was in the making. Their 
descendants have reason to be proud o f their 
heritage. □
Note on Sources
Florence Call Cowles’ colorful local history, Early Algona 
(Des Moines: Des Moines Register and Tribune Com­
pany, 1929), contains the story of the founding of Algona 
as recounted by her grandfather, Ambrose C. Call. Let­
ters written in the years 1856-1882 by members of the Rist 
family to New England relatives provided important in­
formation. Also helpful were letters written by their des­
cendants to the author. Mrs. Howard Long of Algona, 
Betsey’s Rist’s great, great-granddaughter, supplied 
further information as well as photographs of Rist family 
members.
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State Historical Society. His article on the Cherry 
Sisters appeared in The Palimpsest in 1979. Mr. 
Fuller and the editor wish to thank John G. Kolp of 
the University of Iowa for his assistance in the pre­
paration of the index.
WILLIAM M. FURNISH, Professor Emeritus in the 
Geology Department at the University of Iowa, was 
born in Cedar County. After earning his doctorate 
at the University of Iowa, Mr. Furnish worked in 
the oil industry in various parts of the world, includ­
ing South America and the Middle East. He re­
turned to the University of Iowa as Professor ofy
Geology in 1953, and retired in 1977. This is his first 
article for The Palimpsest.
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Boyd, Robert, 68 
Bradley’s Academy (Council 
Bluffs), 68
Bridges (over Des Moines 
River), 21 
Bright, Carrie, 91 
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photo of, 96; 172, 176, 178 
Burlington Board of Trade, 95 
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Cedar Rapids (IA) Business
College, 140, 141 
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team), 90
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Corkery, Charles, 174 
Corning (IA), 119 
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Andreas Dietsch, 12 
Davenport (IA), 5, 27, 53,
172, 176
Davenport Boat Club, 124-129;
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Denver, 3, 4, 8, 11 
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de Tocqueville, Alexis, 54 
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about, 146-160
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Douglas, William O. (U.S.
Supreme Court Justice), 24 
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137, 170-179; drawing of, 133 
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Burlington, The by STEVEN 
BROWER, 92-96
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ECKEY, LORELEI F., Pilgrims of 
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of, following 32
Education, article about, 138-145 
Edward C. Eicher and the 
Sedition Trial of 1944,” by
MELVIN GINGERICH, 18-25 
Egypt, 104
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about, 18-25; photo of, 18 
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Bluffs), 90
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about, 118-123
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First Congregational Church 
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156, 159
First Presbyterian Church (Sioux 
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Ft. Dodge (IA), 186, 188, 191 
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Garnet, David, 74 
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Eicher and the Sedition Trial 
of 1944,” 18-25; bio. of, 19 
Gladden, Washington, 148, 150, 
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God, 50
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Hood, L.M., 24 
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130-137; bio. of, 160 
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ROBERT BURCHFIELD and 
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Hughes, Archbishop John, 174 
Hulbert, William A., 100 
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about, 162-169
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119, 120
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of, 122
Lilly White Powder, 70 
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T he Palimpsest 197
Liiez, August, 121 
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McCormick, Jim, 103 
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McKenzie, Robert, 67 
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Druggist,” edited by ROBERT 
B. STUART, 66-79
Mennonite Encyclopedia, The, 19 
Mennonite Historical Library 
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Mennonites, 20 
Merriam Block (Council 
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Metcalfe, Thomas, 134 
Mexican War, 12 
Michelsetter, Henry, 152 
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87, 120, 121 
Mississippi Power Boat 
Association, 125 
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Mississippi River, 131, 164, 171 
Missouri, 171 
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Mobile (AL), 171 
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Mohr, Jacob, 120, 121 
Moline (IL), 5 
Mondamin (IA), 66, 79 
Monroe, Edward N., 67 
MONSON, MARY, “The Library Fire 
of 1897,” 118-123; bio. of, 
following 128 
Montana, 146
Montgomery County (IA), 108,
117; photo of, 116 
Moore, Ellen Abigail, 43 
Morgan Park Academy (IL), 20 
Moscow (Russia), 157 
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(newspaper), 118
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Fame, 107 
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New York Times 
(newspaper), 105 
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Harmonv Prevail: The Early
^ r
History of Black Waterloo, 
80-91; bio. of, following 96 
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Nishnabotna River (IA), 109, 110
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Orangeism, 179 
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Rock River, 164 
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St. Paul (MN), 181, 182 
St. Paul Masonic Temple, 90 
St. Paul’s Church (Cedar Rapids), 
59; photos of, 57, 59, cover 
March/April issue 
St. Paul’s German Methodist 
Church (Burlington), 95 
St. Raphael’s Cathedral
(Dubuque), 172; photo of, 173 
Salt Lake City, 157 
Sanctuary, Edward Nelson, 22 
Savery, Annie, 53 
Sawyer, Col. James, 190 
Schaeffer, Charles, 119 
Scheer, Sidney, 90 
Schwinn, Byron, 109, 115; photos 
of, 108, 114
Schwinn, Kate, 109, 110, 115;
photos of, 108, 114 
Schwinn, Leonard, 108, 113;
photo of, 112-113 
Schwinn, Walter K., 108 
Scott Street (Davenport), 126 
Seattle (WA), 158 
Securities and Exchanges 
Commission (SEC), 21 
Seeley Flour Mill (Red Oak),
109; photo of, 109 
Seeman, Zaccheus, 122 
Segregation, 84, 102 
Senate, Iowa State, 54-55 
Senate, United States, 102 
Shakespeare, William, 21 
Shambaugh, Benjamin, 37; photo 
of, 40
Shambaugh, Bertha M. Horack, 
article about, 34-41 
Shaw, William T., Anamosa
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residence, drawing of, 130-131 
Shooting on Upland, Marsh, and 
Stream, by William Bruce 
Leffingwell, 168 
Short, James Black, 148 
Short, Wallace, article about, 
146-160; photos of, 149, 159 
Sibley, Almira, 186 
Sibley, Darius, 185, 186 
Sibley, John, 183, 190 
Silver Creek (NB), 8 
Silver Shirts, 20 
Sioux City (1A), 147-160, 190;
photo of, 151 
Sioux City Chamber of 
Commerce, 150
Sioux City Journal (newspaper),
149, 150, 153, 155, 157,
158, 159
Sioux Citv Ministerial 
Association, 148
Sioux City Tribune (newspaper),
150, 155, 156 
Sisters of Charity, 132 
Smith-Ryan Boat Company, 128 
Smith, Chris, 128
Smith, Eugenia (Hist), 180f;
photo of, 192 
Smith, Ira L., 105 
Smith, Lewis H., 180f; photos of, 
188, 191
Smith, Milton Perry, 155 
Smith, Vivian, 90, 91; photo 
of, 90
Smokey Row (Waterloo), 85, 
88-89, 91
Smythe, Edward James, 22,
24, 25
Soar, Charles, 70 
Soar, Mrs. Charles, 71 
Socialist Hall, 148 
Socialists, in Sioux City, article 
about, 146-160
Society for the Propogation of the 
Faith, 173 
Sommer, Henry, 20 
Sommer, Lydia, 20 
South Mill (Red Oak), 117; photo 
of, 117
Southern Railway, 169 
Spain, 52
Spalding, Albert, 100,
101, 104-106
SPARGO. BARBARA CLOUGH, “The 
Davenport Boat Club’s 
Celebrated Regatta,” 124-128; 
bio. of, following 128 
Spirit Lake (IA), 186, 188, 191 
Spring End (England), 137 
Springhill College, 171 
Stanton, Elizabeth Cady, 43 
Stason, E.J., 156, 157 
State Historical Society of 
Iowa, 14
State Street (Chicago), 3 
Steamboat Rock (IA), 43 
Stebbin, Frank, 119 
Stegen, Bill, 128 
Sterling (CO), 11 
Stewart Brothers, 32 
Stewart, Raymond, 27 
Stewart, Wilson, 26, 27, 29 
Stock Exchange Building (Cedar 
Rapids), 56
Storm IMke Pilot-Tribune 
(newspaper), 152 
Stovey, George, 102 
Strang, William, 77 
Stuart, Annie Leonora Cattail, 66 
Stuart, James Daniel, memoir of, 
66-79; photo of, 70 
Stuart, James, 66; photo of, 71 
Stuart, Margaret Hardie 
Shaw, 66
STUART, ROBERT B. (ed.),
“Memoirs of a Council Bluffs 
Druggist,” 66-79; bio. of, 
following 97
Suburban (Credit) Island 
(Mississippi River), 128 
Sudlow, Phoebe W., 53 
Sugar Creek (St. Paul), 172 
Sullivan, Louis, article 
about, 56-64
Sumner Street (Waterloo), 87 
Sunday, Billy, 103, 104; photo 
of, 104
Supreme Court, U.S., 23 
Survey (magazine), 149 
Swaledale (England), 130, 137 
Swalm, Albert W., 123 
Switzerland, 12, 20
Talbot, D.H., 122 
Teape, Nancy Minèrva, 3-11; 
photo of, 4
TEAPE, VERA MARIE, “The Road to 
Denver,” 3-11; photo of, 5 
Tener, John K., 107 
Tennyson, Alfred Lord, 21 
Terrell’s Mill (Iowa City), 37 
Terril (IA), 186 
Texas, 169
Theatre, article about, 26-32 
Thompson, R.C., 83 
Threshing, photo of, 16-17 
Tillman, Benjamin F. (U.S.
Senator, South Carolina), 102 
Tocqueville, Alexis de, 54 
Toledo (IA), 7 
Toledo (OH), 102, 150 
Tower, Charles E., 156 
Tower, Rev. C.E., 150, 156 
Toy, Carleton, 156 
Trades and Labor Assembly, 152, 
153, 157
Transportation Building 
(Chicago), 56
Trappists (religious order), 175 
Trecy, Jeremiah, 174 
Turkey River, 12; photo of, 13 
Turnverein Society, 13
Unionist and Public Forum 
(newspaper), 160 
Unionville (MO), 67 
Unitarian Church (Iowa City),
122, 123
Universal Producing Company, 
article about, 28-32 
U n i ve rsi ty of Ch icago ( C1 i i cago), 
20, 21
University of Iowa (Iowa City),
19, 37, 43, 100, 101; photo 
of, 101
University of Iowa Library, 
article about, 118-123 
University of Northern Iowa, 90 
“Utopia at Communia, by H 
ROGER GRANT, 12-17 
Utopian communities, article 
about, 12-17
Uxbridge (MA), 180, 181, 188
Van Allen Department Store 
(Clinton), 63; photos of, 63-64 
Vardanian, James K. (U.S.
Senator, Mississippi), 102 
Vining (IA), 6
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Vinton (IA), 43, 48 
Vinton Eagle (newspaper), 43 
Vinton’s Women’s Suffrage 
Society, 54
Virginia City Wagon Hoad, 190 
Voigt, David Quentin, 102 
Volga River, 12 
Volga Township (Clayton 
County), 12
Wagner, William, 58 
Wainwright Building (St.
Louis), 56
Walker, Moses Fleetwood, 102 
Wallace, Ann Eliza, 164 
Washington (IA), 19 
Washington Academy (IA), 20
Washington County (IA), 19 
Washington, D.C., 19 
Washington Star (newspaper), 24 
Waterbury photographic lens, 35
Waterloo (IA), article about, 
80-91, 136; photos of, 84-85, 
cover May/June issue; map 
of, 86
Waterloo Courier 
(newspaper), 82
Waterloo Sunday School District 
(1914 annual meeting), photo 
of, 89
Waterloo (IA) Board of 
Realtors, 88
Waterloo (IA) City Council, 82 
Waterloo (IA) Suffragette 
Council, 90
Waterloo Theatre (Waterloo), 82 
Waterloo Times-Tribune 
(newspaper), 85 
Watervalley (MS), 85 
Watter, Nancy, 137 
Webb, Trophy, 125, 127 
Weitling, Wilhelm, 12, 13 
Wellege, N., 96 
Wensleydale (England), 134 
West Hotel (Sioux City), 156 
Western Federation of 
Miners, 157 
Wexford, 175 
Wheeler, Burton (U.S.
Senator), 23
Whitinsville Wagon Train, 181 
Wild Fowl Shooting, by William 
Leffingwell, 164, 168 
Wilhelm II, Kaiser, 91 
'William Bruce Leffingwell, Iowa 
Sportsman,” by w illiam  \1 
FURNISH, 162-169 
Williamson, Ed, 103 
Willis, Matthew, 134 
Wilson (NB), 32 
Wilson, Merle, 27
Wilson, Raymond (R.R.), 27 
Wilson, Richard (Des Moines 
Register), 25
Wilson, Weston (Pete), 27 
Wilton (IA), 125 
Winchester Model 97 Rifle, 
photo of, 168
Winrod, Gerald, 19, 22, 24 
Winthrop (IA), 134 
Wobblies (I.W.W.), article
about, 146-160 
Women: in Europe, 50; in
lowa, 42-55
Women’s Suffrage Bill, 55 
Wood River (NB), 8 
Wood, Gar, 125, 128 
Woodbury, Maria, 181 
Woodson, George, 89 
Woodward, James, 131, 137 
Workingmen’s League, 12 
World War I, 19, 84, 91, 146 
Yale Seminary, 148 
Yankton (SD), 190 
Yorkshire (England), 132 
Yorkville (IL), 4 
Young Men’s Sunday Club 
(Waterloo), 83 
Young Women’s Christian 
Association, 90 
Young, Cy, 107 
Young, Nicholas E., 105
The State Historical Society encourages submission of articles on the 
history of Iowa and the surrounding region that may be of interest to the 
general reading public. The originality and significance of an article, as 
well as the quality of an author’s research and writing, will determine 
acceptance for publication. A brief biographical sketch should be sub­
mitted. All manuscripts must be double-spaced on medium weight 
paper. Ordinarily, the text of an article should not exceed 25 to 30 pages. 
As far as possible, citations should be worked into the body of the text. In 
this and other matters of form, THE MLA STYLE SHEET is the 
standard guide. Black and white and colored illustrations are an integral 
part of THE PALIMPSEST. Any photographic illustrations should ac­
company the manuscript, preferably 5-by-7 or 8-bv-lO glossy prints 
(unmarked on either side) or color slides. Send inquiries to: Editor: 
Division of the State Historical Society, 402 Iowa Avenue, Iowa City, 
Iowa 52240.
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